MASTER AND  SERVANT
I will not tell you anything of the way in which we have
arranged matters with Mr Churchill, since he will tell you about
it himself. Mr Godolphin arrived yesterday evening. I am much
distressed at not being able to carry out very promptly what the
King desired and was so necessary.
Lord Wolseley fell into error and confusion about this 'con-
vention and letter, and tells the identical story twice in two
different chapters, dating it first in May and then in August,
and quoting William's same letter first in French and then in
English.1 There is no doubt that Churchill concluded all his
agreements in April, and then returned to England. When
he next sailed for the Continent, in September, it was as a
soldier.
He got on extremely well with William of Orange.
No doubt he set himself to do so. They must have met
frequently in 1677-78, not only on business, but in society,2
They were exactly the same age. If the conversation turned
on religion, they were agreed. If the aggrandizement of
France became the topic, was this not the campaign in
prospect ? If talk ran upon the art of war, here was the pro-
fession of their lives. All the actions of the still continuing
war in which they had fought, though in different theatres
and on opposite sides, furnished an inexhaustible theme.
Their talks may have ranged very far. We can in imagina-
tion see them poring over the map of Europe with eyes that
understood so much about it. William, who was not hostile
to young men, must greatly have liked to talk with his agree-
able contemporary, who seemed to have the ear of every one
at the English Court and had such grounding in the secrets
of politics and power as was usually the privilege of princes.
The Duke of York's attitude at this time reveals the blunt,
downright side of his nature, devoid of subtlety or artifice,
and throws a light forward to the events of 1688. His whole
outlook in religion and politics favoured an arrangement with
1  Cf. Wolseley, i, 205, 211.
2  Cf. S.P., 84/206, f. 151.    The English envoy at The Hague reported that on
April 19/29, 1678, Colonel Churchill arrived there with the Prince of Orange, and
that the latter immediately spent three hours at the " Assembly of the States of
Holland '* deciding the question of whether it -was to be peace or war.
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